Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 TEL AV 03699 251644Z 
ACTION NEA- 10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-00 NEAE-00 PER-01 CPR-01 SSC-01 SS-15 
SP-02 NSC-05 PRS-01 /037 W 

251648Z 041041/47 

PR251615ZMAY 77 
FM AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 6322 
INFO AMCONSUL lERUSALEM 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE TEL AVIV 3699 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PFOR, PDIP, IS, US 

SUBJECT: PRESENTATION OF CREDENTIALS 

I PRESENTED MY CREDENTIALS TO PRESIDENT KATZIR AT 1030 
HOURS MAY 25. THE CEREMONY WAS WARM AND CORDIAL AND 
KATZIR WAS ESPECIALLY FRIENDLY IN HIS PRIVATE REMARKS 
TO ME AFTER THE CEREMONY (SEE SEPTEL FOR TEXT OF HIS 
PUBLIC REMARKS). FOREIGN MINISTRY WAS REPRESENTED BY 
AVINERI, EVRON, SASSON AND RAVIV. ALTHOUGH AT. LON HAD 
PROMISED ME YESTERDAY HE WOULD TRY TO BE THERE, BOTH 
AVINERI AND EVRON MADE A POINT OF TELLING ME HE HAD 
BEEN CALLED TO TEL AVIV FOR A MEETING WITH PERES. 

PERES HAD SUDDENLY CALLED A MEETING OF THE LABOR 

PARTY LEADERSHIP TO DISCUSS WHO WILL LEAD THE PARTY IN THE KNESSET 

AND AT .LON FELT IT WOULD LOOK ODD 

FOR HIM NOT TO BE THERE, ESPECIALLY IN VIEW OF RABIN'S 
MANEUVERS TO REGAIN A LEADERSHIP ROLE IN THE PARTY. 

MY APPOINTMENT TO CALL ON PERES THIS EVENING WAS 
CHANGED AT SHORT NOTICE AND I WILL SEE HIM 
TOMORROW MORNING. 

LEWIS 
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